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remarkable about the child. She excited the admira-
tion of the home circle by acting charades with her
brother during the holidays; and if not a decided
" prodigy," was clearly capable of absorbing such in-
tellectual influences as could be found in Warwickshire.
In her thirteenth year she was transferred to a school
at Coventry. It was kept by two ladies named
Franklin, daughters of a Baptist minister, who had for
many years preached in a chapel at Coventry. He
lived in a house "almost exactly resembling that of
' Ruf us Lyon in Felix Holt" Lyon's character and some
of his little personal peculiarities were also suggested
by this original. George Eliot was always grateful to
the daughters for the excellence of their teaching.
She was at once recognised as the most promising of
their pupils. Her themes were kept for the private
edification of her teachers, instead of being read in the
class like those of her comrades. She had good
masters in French and German and music. She was
sometimes called upon to display her musical skill
before visitors, as the best performer in the school;
and obeyed with ready good humour, though suffer-
ing agonies of shyness. The love of music generally
shows itself at an early age, but she had apparently
some difficulty in yielding to the passion. Three
years after leaving school, she attended an oratorio at
Coventry, and says in a letter that she thinks it will
be her last. She declares that she has " no soul for
music," and is a "tasteless person." She therefore is
not qualified to discuss the question of the " propriety
or lawfulness of such exhibitions of talent." For her-
self, she would not regret if music were strictly con-
fined to purposes of worship; and cannot think that "a